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Reading the Water
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A firationall fear of the Mississippi River
pesed on the rumors and misconceptions

SVirtua Iy all of the incident I observe are
= cle rly people who are unprepared

I’m here to help you understand the
== ‘hazards and how to avoid them
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- p-Current Wind Blown Waves

: _ *Crwser/ Barge Wakes
e [nattentive Boaters
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E-Red Right Return...return = heading in
(upstream) from the ocean

® Any on Lake Pepin equals hazard
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SANERVY/ CrUISEr Wakes

) Wakes‘ nay be from a craft that is out of
Sight

wW d blowmg upstream against the

--'ueurrent produces huge, irregular waves

“s Watch out in wide open areas and high
current areas
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Defini ?ons g _—

SVineDam...Man-made rock structure desighed
LordIver tflow Into the main channel

J UJJrJJ[\ Groups of Four or five

= Clos Sing Dam...Man-made rock structure built all
ithe way across a side channels to reduce flow

® Bank Protection...Man-made rock structure to
= reduce erosion. Some were built prior to lock-
- and-dams, some have been washed away and
out of srght

® Breach...opening in wing or closing dam
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SHIVISS Jr iormation...Wing Dams are marked
pyachiannel markers....\WRONG

2 o"r allldams are simple, straight
5 ctures
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— % he e depth over the dam is not consistent

': ) Many older dams extend into
backwaters...islands and sandbars formed
on them over time
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~ Sandbars w
SVARVWhere the current slows

SBpranal Dewnstream Points

Siiegular Flow Junctions

Viaen mg Channels
» 1D ali aS

__ “andbars shift from year-to-year

= Track the water level

® The route you took this spring might not
be safe today.
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Jor . and hung on shallow structure

merged wood in current will make a
e in the surface pattern
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water surface far enough ahead to
*forrectlons .several hundred yards
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-ng for changes in surface patterns

o _Any change surface patterns needs to be
Interpreted

® | earn the patterns



Recommendations i
—
DONVOUIF NOME WOIK...IFead Ma[s
SUyAGPS map chip with wing dams
:/er\/on: ‘needs to be observant
EXDIC fupstream when possible
8 Fs Channel at 90 degree angle
BW Down

ATiy change in surface pattern need to be
interpreted

® Run onto a sandbar...trim up and keep running

-_-":..-
=
ﬁ_'—,



- ﬂ@;ﬁag@g

——-———-——"'__.___.-

SSiigliisandlisiands
\/\/oorJ Jr hannels

Blg _ch*f andlng In water

|':

-
-

nergent or submergent vegetation
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RECOMIME d@é_aﬂf_e@y-liq mer

SPlUish Pole

Vidrine Band Radio...channel 16
gelling...channel 14 commercial including
_J@S <and dams

__,_: suaI signal
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EU // ww .crh.noaa.gov/ahps2/index.php

I ,gs ﬁvwwz myvr.usace.army.mil/WaterCo
_#-f ffbl/neW/Iavout cfm

= Army Corps of Engineers
— WWW.mvp.usace.army.mil



http://www.crh.noaa.gov/ahps2/index.php?wfo=arx
http://www2.mvr.usace.army.mil/WaterControl/new/layout.cfm
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/

