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December 18, 2008
Sportsmen Bassmasters

Meeting Minutes
Members Present:

Jim Battin


Mickey Goetting




Paul Becka


Ron Grav


Dave Phelps
Craig Belbeck

Eric Hauge


Dale Richardson
Jim Boettcher

Rick Hill


Bill Rineveld

Dan Bonneson

Matt Hitzeman

Brent Schwab
Mike Breuer


Dave Huttner

Craig Strom
Mike Burcusa

Todd Martin


Doug Thies


Mike D’Aloia


Carey Nordling

Bill Young

Chris Glaze


John Nugent





Howard Gilles

Mike Owens


* names in red indicate members in “inactive” (dues not paid) status


President’s Report (Dale Richardson):  
· Zach Ramlow has resigned.
· As many of you know, former Sportsmen member ( and Federation TD & VP) Al Valencour and his wife Lori lost their daughter Kasey in an auto accident recently. Dale and his wife Linda (in the name of Sportsmen Bassmasters) sent a card and a $50 donation for Kasey’s memorial. If you would like to contribute to this, see Dale.
· Guests: Howie Gilles (2nd meeting), Rick Pelletier, President of the Minnesota TBF.
VP’s / TD’s Report (Craig Belbeck): 
· Tournament committee. 
· 
John Nugent, Mike D’Aloia, Bill Rineveld, and Mickey Goetting have volunteered to help Craig this year. In addition to assisting with the club tournaments, this group makes the tough calls on any rules infractions and disputes. It’s a big deal so take a look at the club Tournament Rules to review your responsibilities in this area.
Secretary/Treasurer’s Report (Dave Huttner): Not present. Minutes taken by Dale
· Current balance is _$2,115.69_____
· Current membership stands at __28_____.

· 2009 dues ($95 + 10 for big bass pot) are now due.

· If you do not pay your club dues by Nov. 08 your club status will move to inactive.  If not paid by April 1st, 2009 you will be removed from the club.
Internet Director (Mickey Goetting):
· Website has been renewed.
· We have $5.37 pending from Bass Pro Shops and $30.21 from amazon.com. Please remember to link through our website when making purchases from these business. 

Special Projects (Mike Burcusa): Not Present
· Awards banquet date: February 21st.
· All current and former Sportsmen members and spouses/significant others welcome. 

· Everyone is reminded to start hitting up their and getting donations for the raffle. There is a form letter on the website that you can download and give to the merchants for their files. This helps a lot.  
Data Director (Mickey Goetting):
· Nothing to report.
Federation Rep (Paul Becka):
· Federation Schedule is as follows:  1/24, 3/7, 4/18
· Paul missed the recent Fed meeting. When challenged, his feeble excuse was that he was busy getting married. Congratulations!

· Fortunately Bill R was in attendance and pulled up the slack.
· Permits are finalized for the State Tournament at Pokegama. We get to pretty much fish any water we wish (including the River) with the exception of specially marked Milfoil areas.
· Elections were held. John Murphy continues as our East Region Director. There still isn’t anyone stepping forward to fill Kollen Parson’t shoes as Secretary. His personal issues will prevent him from continuing. If you’re interested, speak up and we’ll help get you headed in the right direction.
Education (Todd Martin): Not Present
Conservation Director (Matt H.): Not Present
Youth Director (Brent S.): 
· The Casting Kids program has been cancelled by BASS.
Old Business:
· 2009 TOC, 
· September 10 & 11

· Reservations have been made at the Southwood Resort, 888-815-6645 or 218-326-8761
· Saturday through Friday 
· Cabin 1 $725 or ?

· Cabin 5 (trailer) $775 or ?

· Minus 20% discount

· Pay $400 deposit ($200 each) after Jan 1

· The club voted to pay the $400 deposit as its contribution.
· All federation members are now required to carry boater liability insurance no less than $300,000 if they are using their boat in any club tourney.
· TBF “shadow” club. Rick Pelletier  

· Rick (former Sportsmen member) gave a presentation on how the TBF works.

· No requirements other than to do a youth or conservation event per year.

· Requires at least 6 members to form club.

· Must be a member of FLW Outdoors (have a FLW number).

· Go to the FLW website and join. List price is $35 per year but Federation members get it for $25 if you call.

· State dues are $25.

· There is an entry fee for the State Tournament ($100?). Date is June 12 & 13 at a Metro Area lake (to be announced).

· Show of hands indicates that there are enough interested members to form a “shadow” club.

· Paul Becka will be contact point from Sportsmen. 

· Bring your FLW number and a check to the next meeting. 

· Rick’s email is rickpelletier@msn.com
· MN TBF website is mnbass.org 
· Attached is the tournament structure (especially for Bill Y).
New Business:
· Paul Becka informed us of a survey that the DNR is conducting relating to dock structure rule revisions. 
· Website is www.mndnr.gov.

· Anyone who has a boat registered in MN can take the survey (one survey per registered boat). 

· There is also language pertaining to the rights of citizens to access water and property owners to restrict access to water so it is important that everyone who is concerned about the public’s access to fishable waters express their opinion.

· You can request a paper survey by calling 651-259-5700. 
· Bill Young presented a new idea for revamping the points system. To summarize, it was one of the more pointed and contentious discussions we’ve had in some time. Undoubtedly there’ll be more on this later.  
Next Meeting:  January 22, 7:00 pm, David Fongs.

